
BLYTHEWOOD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
THE MANOR 

100 ALVINA HAGOOD CIRCLE 
BLYTHEWOOD, SC 29016 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022 
6:00 PM 

 

December 19,2022 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

Members Present                Staff Present 
Eddie Baughman, Mayor Pro Tem                                    Carroll Williamson, Town Admin 
Sloan Griffin          Pete Balthazor, Town Attorney                                                                    
Rich McKenrick      Onye Cosom, Marketing  Manager   
Donald Brock                                                                     Sharon Durst, Town Clerk 
Bryan Franklin, Mayor 
                                                 

             
 Members Absent                 Staff Absent 
             None                                                         None 

 
 

 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bryan Franklin at 6:00 PM. 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 
All Councilmen were present. 
 

B. NOTIFICATION AND POSTING OF THE MEETING AGENDA 
 
Sharon Durst confirmed the agenda was properly posted and the media notified. 
 

C.APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Councilman McKenrick made a motion to move Executive Session forward to Item III after 
appointments. Items VI,VII and IX would replace Item III. Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 

 
 

             D.PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Councilman Mc Kenrick led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
             E.INVOCATION 
 
Councilman McKenrick gave the invocation. 
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  F.COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REMARKS 
 
  Councilman R. McKenrick made the following remarks: 
• Thanked the Planning Commission for the Joint meeting held in November.  
• Thanked Mr. Phil Frye and the Chamber of Commerce for the Christmas Parade. 
•  Congratulations to the new Town Attorney Mr. Pete Balthazor. 

 
Councilman S. Griffin made the following remarks: 
• Wish everyone present and those watching via YouTube a happy and safe holiday Christmas and 

New Year. Enjoy time with family. 
• Looking forward to 2023, a lot of exciting things up in 2023and looking forward to seeing everyone 

back in 2023. 
 
Councilman E. Baughman made the following remarks: 
• It has been busy since Thanksgiving and appreciate what the Chamber has done to make them happen. 
• Thanked Mayor Franklin and everyone else that attended the event for Wreaths Across America at 

Sandy Level Baptist Church to honor veterans for their service and sacrifice for our country. 120 
veteran’s graves had wreaths placed on them. 
 
     

  Councilman D. Brock 
• Saw Councilman Baughman on WIS TV on Sunday morning, represented well. 
• Village Church Christmas concert was very well done. 
• Rainy Christmas Parade 
• Blythewood Historical Society decorated the museum really nice and if you get a chance go by and 

check it out. 
 
 

 G.MAYOR FRANKLIN’S REMARKS 
 

• Happy and safe holidays to everyone. 
• Wonderful tree lighting event, probably one of the biggest turn outs. 
• Parade expanded and for the first time had a different route, but believes it was successful, thanked 

everyone that participated. 
• ChristKindl Market was the first one the Chamber sponsored. A lot of vendors that he spoke with 

can’t wait until the next one.  
• Wreaths Across America very well done and will encourage more churches in the area to participate. 

Thanked Council Baughman and his church for that event. 
 

 
H. TOWN ADMINISTRATOR REPORT  
 
• Playground shade structure presently being installed and that area of the playground would remain 

closed until the playground mulch is installed after that installation. 
• Expecting to have the artificial turf installed in January.  
• Board of Architectural Review approved a Certificate of Appropriateness for the design of proposed 

townhomes at 158 Langford Road. Also approved the modification of Frank’s Car Wash to use a 
stain that match the approved brick colors. 

• Board of Architecture Review also gave approval to a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the 
Sandy Level Baptist windows and deferred decision for more information on the request to replace 
the siding. 
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• Board of Zoning Appeals heard a request for a special exception for a conservation subdivision on 
91 acres at 11000 block of Wilson Blvd and deferred the decision until the applicant could provide a 
proposed conservation easement. A workshop meeting between the BZA and the applicant is 
expected sometime in early 2023. 

• FY 2022 audit is complete and a report will be presented at the January 23rd Town Council meeting. 
• Reminder that January 06, 2023 is the Town Council’s goal session with the Municipal Association 

at Doko Manor. 
• Town Hall will be closed Dec, 22nd, Dec. 23rd and Jan 2nd . 
• Thanked Mayor and Council for the support that they give to the staff as well as the intent they 

provide for staff to carry out. He looks forward to working all of them in 2023 as it stands to be a 
promising yet busy and productive year. 
 

 I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
    (Joint TC/Planning Commission Meeting 11-14-2022, TC Meeting 11-21-2022, Special Call meeting       
     12-09-2022) 
 
      Councilman Baughman made a motion to approve the minutes of the Joint TC/Planning Commission  
       Meeting 11-14-2022, TC Meeting 11-21-2022, Special Call Meeting 12-09-2022. The Motion was   
       seconded by Councilman Griffin.  All in favor; 5-0 
      
 
II. APPOINTMENTS 

 
The Town Administrator stated that the Council voted in the last meeting to move forward with Mr. 
Pete Balthazor as Town Attorney. 
 

 
III. EXECUTIVE SESSION- Per SC Section 30-4-70 
 

A. Discussion of proposed purchase of property. 
B. Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual agreements- Town Administrator 
 

        Councilman Baughman made a motion to go into executive session following a 10 minute recess.    
         Councilman Griffin seconded the motion.  All in favor: 5-0.  Town Council went into executive session at          
          6:12 p.m. 

 
 

IV. RECONVENE 
 
Mayor Franklin resumed open session at 7:02 p.m. 
 

V. ITEMS REQUIRING A VOTE AFTER EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Councilman McKenrick made a motion to authorize the Town Attorney and Town Administer to enter 
into a contract to purchase Parcels A and B as discussed in Executive Session for a price not to exceed 
2 .8 million dollars and into an amortization schedule not to exceed twelve (12) years. With a payment 
plan not to exceed the seven (7) year mark with a balloon payment due upon the seven year mark with 
no pre-payment penalty. The motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin.  
All in favor 5-0 
 
Mayor Franklin also appointed Councilman Baughman and Councilman McKenrick to assist in those 
negotiations. 
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Councilman Brock made a motion to authorize the Mayor to enter into a contractual agreement with 
the Town Administrator of the salary discussed and reviewed by the Town Attorney on the items 
identified within the form of the agreement. Further moved that the Mayor receives authorization to 
execute said contract if the conditions set forth by the Town Attorney are met satisfactorily. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin.  All in favor 5-0 
 

VI. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A. Ordinance 2022.016  An Ordinance To Amend Technical Ordinances  
B. Ordinance 2022.017 An Ordinance to Amend Sec. 155.515 of the Commercial Plan Review 

Fee 
 

              Mr. Williamson stated that both the Ordinances 2022.016 and 2022.017 require public hearings 
and there was no one signed up to speak for either. 
 
VII. DISCUSSION ITEM 
 

A. 2022 Town Marketing Report by Marketing Manager Ms. Onye Cosom 
 
Ms. Cosom stated that for the marketing progress report and objectives for what the citizens 
want she wanted to identify what works and what people want, improve social media presence, 
create a marketing plan, establish measurable goals, examine social media analytics and design 
marketing materials for residents and tourists. Ms. Cosum provide data on the presence of 
social media followers and the progress of each within the last six months. She stated that 
Instagram presence is growing and that Facebook is the #1 social media presence. 
 Ms. Cosom stated that the website presence is also growing and the page is being viewed for 
information of events in the Town of Blythewood. Ms. Cosom stated that she is in the process 
of rebranding the newsletter and that the citizens are excited about it and looking at it on a 
consistent basis. She also stated that the Christmas Tree lighting was a great success. 
Ms. Cosom stated that she will post more on Instagram and Facebook as well as make news 
room relationships and gain coverage and traction. Just to inform more citizens know what’s 
happening in Blythewood. 
Ms. Cosom also reviewed what’s needed. She stated that marketing gear was needed, as a 
rebrand. That the brand should reflect a town’s soul and where it’s going. As well more elected 
official interaction is needed, concise information channel and updated town banners and 
marketing materials. 
 
 

VIII.  ACTION ITEMS 
 
 A. Discussion and Approval of a Request to Sponsor the Cost of Renting Doko Manor for the 
Columbiettes Ladies Luncheon in April 2023. 
 

       Mr. Williamson stated that Ms. Arlene Bakutes, vice-president of Columbiettes of Transfiguration  
       Catholic Church, is requesting that the Town of Blythewood sponsor Columbiettes’ 2023 Ladies  
        Luncheon Fundraiser by covering the cost of the rental of Doko manor on one Sunday in April  

 2023. 
        The rental fee for this event is $3,400 (if booked before the new rates go into effect on January 1). 
        Included in the agenda packet was a detailed description of the Columbiettes and this event. The  
        revenue is generated by ticket sales. Ms. Bakutes has included a list of the nonprofit organizations  
        that have in the past received funds from the proceeds of this event and a brief description of each 

of these organizations. 
         Ms. Bakutes addressed the Council. She stated that the Columbiettes specifically requested to       
        have  their event at Doko Manor.  She stated that last year they sold tickets sold out, they made a      
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     profit of $4,300 and they donated that money back to several 501 C-3 charities. 
           The Council made a suggestion that Ms. Bakutes apply for Hospitality Tax funds.     
           
          Councilman Brock made a motion to oppose the approval of a request to sponsor the cost of  
          Renting Doko Manor for the Columbiettes Ladies Luncheon. The motion passed with a vote of 4-1 
 

B.Discussion and Approval of a Proposed Policy to Allocate Hospitality and Accommodations Tax    
Funds 
 
Councilman Brock and Councilman McKenrick, two members of the State Accommodations Tax 
Advisory Committee that was appointed on July 25, presented recommendations to Council 
regarding the allocation of local and state accommodation taxes. Allocation of Hospitality tax funds 
were also presented with recommendations for the FY 2023-2024. 
Councilman McKenrick presented a written draft of the subcommittee’s recommendations and 
revised policy for the allocations. Councilman McKenrick and Councilman Brock recommended 
that first year events be funded a maximum of $7,500 and subsequent year events be funded at a 
maximum of $5,000 of eligible expenses. 
Ticketed and private or for profit events would not qualify for State Accommodations Tax, Local 
Accommodations Tax or Hospitality Tax funding. In addition to this, organizations requesting 
funding for multiple events would be capped at $15,000 in the first fiscal year of implementation 
and $10,000 in all subsequent years. Blythewood and Westwood High Schools would receive 
$5,000 fiscal year sponsorships, but individual sporting events would not receive funding. 
Council unanimously agreed to postpone a vote on this matter until council’s meeting on January 
6, to allow for further review. Following lengthy discussions regarding the proposed policy changes 
and the use of additional revenues that could be available to the Town for capital improvements, 
capital projects or to finance capital assets and satisfy its obligation to the Blythewood Facilities 
Corporation if these policy changes are adopted. 
 
Former Mayor Bailey addressed the Council. He commended the Subcommittee for their work. 
Mr. Bailey stated that money comes into the Town from various outside agencies at different 
periods, so it won’t be equal. He had a concern of credit rating now that there will be no stipulation 
per se in terms of what has to be done for the Blythewood Facilities Corporation, he  wanted to 
know will that will affect the credit rate. He also wanted to know if there was some regulations in 
term of paying for specifically the park.  He wanted to know if the removal of restrictions affect 
that.  
Councilman Brock stated that no, it will not. Councilman McKenrick stated that he asked that 
question prior to the percentage being released, so part of the reason the percentage was 
implemented is because there was no credit rating. The Town’s credit rating is triple A.  
Mr., Bailey also asked why there is no mention of funding for elementary and middle schools and 
why wasn’t that taken into consideration. There was some discussion that the high schools have 
been the only schools that were given funding. 
 
Mr. Frank Cahoon of the Blythewood Soccer Club spoke and he thanked the Subcommittee and 
Council for this plan that they have put together. 
 

 
C Discussion and Approval of the Allocation of 30% State Accommodations Tax Funds to 
Experience Columbia SC 

Mr. Williamson stated that  Experience Columbia SC is a regional tourism organization that is 
eligible to receive the 30% State Accommodations Tax funds from municipalities in South 
Carolina. It is proposing to market the Town of Blythewood using the remainder of FY23 funds. 
In the FY23 budget, $37,500 was budgeted for these 30% 
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funds, but only $31,667 was allocated to the other regional tourism organization, Capital City Lake 
Murray Country. The remaining amount of $5,833 plus an additional $1,728 of 30% funds that 
were unused from the previous fiscal year  
.Specifically, Experience Columbia SC is proposing to (according to the proposal in the agenda 
packet) 
• Create a website banner ad 
• Secure 3 digital billboards (Greenville, Charleston, Charlotte area etc.) 
• Geofencing & Retargeting that will serve ads to people as they travel near Blythewood 
• TripAdvisor impressions 
• Creative Services 
• Create marketing plan implementation, advertising placement, and servicing. 
The total of the proposal is $7,561. 
Experience Columbia SC’s proposal includes a package worth $4,775 plus some additional items. 
The additional items outside of package total will cost $2,786. These items include 2 additional 
billboards, creative services, marketing plan implementation, and advertising placement and 
servicing. Experience Columbia SC is one of two regional tourism organizations that are eligible 
to receive funding from Blythewood. 
The Town’s State Accommodations Tax Committee recommended approval of the use of these 
funds on Wednesday, November 30, 2022. 
 
Councilman Griffin made a motion to approve as recommended by Town staff. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Brock. All in favor 5-0 
 

D.Discussion and Approval of the Bids to Rewrite the Town’s Land Usage Ordinance and to Create 
an Annexation Policy 

 
The Town has budgeted to have its land usage ordinance rewritten to better guide growth 
in the Town in accordance with its recently adopted Comprehensive Plan. Additionally,  
an annexation policy that provides a framework for future expansion of boundaries is  
badly needed. 

 
On October 21, 2022 the Town advertised a Request for Proposals to rewrite its land usage  
ordinance create an annexation policy for the Town. On November 30, four submittals were  
received. 
Kendig Keast Collaborative -$109,990 
Stewart- $110,000 
MRB Group- $82,908 
S&ME- $122,000 
The Town Administrator and Planning Commission chair have both reviewed the proposals and  
Scored each proposal. Electronic copies of the proposals were sent to Town Council for review 
on December 9. Hard copies of the proposals are also available at Town Hall but were too large 
to include in the agenda packet. 
The Town Administrator and Planning Commission chair Malcolm Gordge evaluated  
each proposal based on the following criteria: qualifications, experience, references 
quality and responsiveness to RFP, budget, and schedule/timeline. Each scored Kendig  
Keast Collaborative highest and Stewart second highest based on their proposals. Staff  
recommends that Council consider scheduling interviews with these two firms between 
now and the January 23 Town Council meeting. 
 
Councilman Brock made a motion to schedule interviews with the two top staff  
nominees to rewrite the Town’s Land Usage Ordinance and create an Annexation Policy  
on January 6, 2023. The motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin. All in favor: 5-0 
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         E.  SECOND READING 

 
Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2022.016 An Ordinance Amending the Town’s Code of 
Ordinances to Adopt Current Building Codes 
 
Town Administrator Williamson stated that there was one correction to be made. On the 
Ordinance the list of  codes to be adopted #2 2021 South Carolina Residential Code Appendix Q 
Tiny Houses. The intent is adopt it in its entirety. To amend the ordinance Mr. Williamson stated 
that he would like the ordinance to state 2021 South Carolina Residential Code and Appendix Q  
Tiny Houses. 
 

 Councilman Baughman made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2022.016 as 
amended. The motion was seconded by Councilman Griffin.  All in favor 5-0 
   
 

 
F. SECOND READING  
 

           Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2022.017 Amending Section 155.515 of the Town’s Code 
           of Ordinance to Establish a New Fee for Commercial Plan Review 
   
 
           Town Administrator Williamson stated that there were no changes since the first reading.  
 

Councilman Brock made a motion to approve the second reading. Councilman Baughman seconded.  
All in favor: 5-0. 
 

IX. OPEN CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
No one signed in to speak. 
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilman McKenrick made a motion to adjourn. Councilman Griffin seconded. All in favor: 5-0.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Sharon Durst 

---------------------------------------------- 
Sharon Durst, Town Clerk  

 


